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The Messner Mountain Museum 
in Corones, Italy, was born of an 

extraordinary collaboration between 
mountaineer Reinhold Messner, 

mountain tourism experts Skirama 
Kronplatz and Zaha Hadid, star of 

contemporary architecture
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+ FOCUS: RESIDENTIAL
Completed and conceptual abodes 

in Hong Kong, Asia and beyond
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LUXE AND LOCAL

Tapping into the razzle-dazzle of fractal imagery, and the talents of some of Oregon’s 
best artists, furniture makers and craftspeople, a modest apartment in Portland, 

Oregon, is transformed into a sophisticated pad with James Bondesque charm

Text: Michele Koh Morollo   Photography: Courtesy of Osmose Design

In the living room, a large Tufty Time sofa by 
B&B Italia spreads across the space, 
alongside a coffee table which was custom 
designed by Osmose

With floor-to-ceiling windows offering 
gorgeous 180º views of the Willamette River 
and Portland’s Eastside, this 1,500 sq-ft 
apartment in Portland, Oregon’s Pearl 
District began as a simple bathroom rehaul, 
but evolved into a full-scale remodel that 
oozes pure luxury, and a bit of 007 glamour.

The mastermind behind the project is 
Andee Hess of Oregon-based Osmose 
Design. Hess, who lived for a few year in 
Hong Kong as a teenager in the 1990s, has 
seen her star rising, as Osmose Design is now 

one of Oregon’s most sought after interior 
design firms with a diverse portfolio that 
includes some of the city’s coolest restaurants 
and hotels. 

Hess describes her aesthetic approach as 
“process-inspired and concept-driven”: “I 
strive to capture the story, perceived or 
imaginary, and create spaces that have depth 
and soul…and of course, I’ve got some 
Portland pragmatism, which means in the 
end there’s gotta be some function following 
that form,” she once explained.
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The apartment’s owner is a young tech entrepreneur who works from home and 
enjoys entertaining friends over dinner and drinks. “This project began with a 
conversation about new tiles for one of his existing bathrooms. Through our initial 
conversations, I had the opportunity to learn more about his lifestyle and interests, 
and we became friends,” says Hess. 

“He was still exploring how he wanted to use and live in his home, so we 
dove in and explored the options with him. It was important to have an 
environment that integrated his artwork collection as well.” 

937 Condominium, the building in which the apartment is housed, was 
designed by Oregon architects Holst Architecture based on fractal 
relationships — complex recurring patterns that evoke a sense of infinity, 
conveyed in the fenestration and mullion of the windows that run from floor 
to ceiling of the tower. The fractal concept also served as the first point of 
inspiration for Hess, who applied this theme to the interior. 

The mood and ambience of this apartment are a further exploration of 
fractal patterns and facets, says Hess. “We wanted to create a fresh, 
inspiring space with well-considered details that allowed us to play with 
new materials and means of construction. Throughout the condo there are 
adventurous moments that synthesise living with artwork and lighting in a 
dramatic way.”

A long, narrow entry hallway that leads into the apartment is clad in white 
back-painted glass to create a semi-reflective, light refracting tunnel effect. Starting 
with flush glass doors that hide a closet and storage, its ceiling consists of a layer of 

LED lights that can be micro colour adjusted to 
suit the owner’s mood. 

Along this hallway is the ‘Fortress of 
Solitude’ — an installation of custom-blown 
glass crystals that glow in the dark, 
incorporated with a cabinet. Oregon-based 
glass artisans Esque Studio created the 
custom glasswork; Oregon furniture maker 
Doug Chamblin designed the cabinet. “The 
crystals suspended from the ceiling resemble 
stalactite formations, which evoke an 
otherworldly feeling of a cave or another 
planet. One of the crystals can be removed to 
trigger a switch that turns the sculpture 
lighting off and on,” says Hess. 

At the end of the hallway, a striking 
Austrian crystal chandelier, originally designed 
for the Metropolitan Opera in New York, draws 
visitors into the dining area. Next to the dining 
area is the kitchen, with cabinets covered in 
white backpainted glass and an island with a 
cantilevered section made of Silestone, which 
serves as a bookshelf. A wet bar to the side of 

the kitchen is constructed with Calacatta 
marble slabs, mitered and stacked together, 
with integrated linear lighting.  

In the living room, a supporting column 
is wrapped with mirror surfaces to encourage 
reflections of the surrounding views. A large 
Tufty Time sofa by B&B Italia spreads across 
the space, encouraging a relaxed and 
convivial mood during dinner parties. The 
coffee table was custom designed by Osmose, 
and its polished aluminium exterior reflects 

Clockwise from bottom left
In the office, the ‘Mission Control’ desk in the corner features cabinet doors 
perforated with a secret message in Morse code that also allows for ventilation  • 
Along the entry hallway is the ‘Fortress of Solitude’ — an installation of custom-
blown glass crystals that glow in the dark, incorporated with a cabinet • Next to 
the dining area is the kitchen, with cabinets covered in white backpainted glass 
and an island with a cantilevered section made of Silestone

An interesting feature in the apartment is a wooden shoe storage tower with neon acrylic boxes, 
with a form that reflects the joined oak patterning of the master bed

the patterns of the hide rug below. 
The aluminium Ubermensch side tables 

were also designed by Osmose, and support 
the geometric studies of the space. Above a 
Calacatta marble fireplace is a complex 
artwork installation by Oregon mixed-
media artists Justin Gorman and Caleb 
Freese, which consists of more than 50 
layers of acrylic sheets, each custom cut to 
create a three-dimensional interpretation of 
their 2D works.  
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In the master bedroom, Hess created a walkthrough closet with smoked-glass 
pocket doors. Inside this closet are handcrafted leather storage boxes by Oregon 
artisan workshop Tanner Goods. The bed is a cantilevered white oak platform, with a 
beautifully joinered headboard structure of tufted ultrasuede, created by Portland 
designer Adam Arnold. 

In the master bathroom are a backsplash, countertop, shower bench and 
shelf of amber onyx, and a powder room with a hand-painted mural designed by 
Oregon print and graphic design studio Pattern People. A different theme — 
stunning green and white mosaic tiles and matching green stone countertop — is 
seen in the guest bathroom.

In the den, a leisure area dedicated to home entertainment and reading, the 
colour palette changes to a moodier black and red, with leather details. Gracing 
this space is a Flat C storage unit by B&B Italia with built-in linear lighting, 
leather Tricot cushion seat by Dominique Perrault and Gaelle Lauriot-Prevost for 
Poltrona Frau and a painting called Landmine 3 by artist Marty Schnapf. 

Other interesting features include a wooden shoe storage tower with neon 
acrylic boxes with a form that reflects the joined oak patterning of the bed; a 

From top
In the den, a leisure area dedicated to home entertainment and reading, the colour 
palette changes to a moodier black and red, with leather details • The bed is a 
cantilevered white oak platform, with a beautifully joinered headboard structure of 
tufted ultrasuede, created by Portland designer Adam Arnold
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A leather Tricot cushion seat by Dominique Perrault and Gaelle Lauriot-Prevost for Poltrona Frau 
sets off a painting called Landmine 3 by artist Marty Schnapf
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laundry room with custom wallpaper, an 
infinity wine cellar with floor and ceiling 
mirrors and edge-lit acrylic stacking rods and 
shelves; and an office with a ‘Mission 
Control’ desk with gradient printed glass 
shelves that float out from the wall cabinets. 
The cabinet doors of this desk are perforated 
with a secret message in Morse code that also 
allows for ventilation. 

“I love exploring new mediums, and art 
is the perfect venue for that. I strongly 
believe that collaboration is crucial and 

exhilarating, and I am constantly looking 
for artists and artisans to work with,” says 
Hess, who feels that the large number of 
highly custom pieces, from murals to side 
tables, and the collaborations with artists is 
what makes this project so extraordinary. 

“This is an absolutely luxurious project 
with respect to the materials and concepts 
explored. There is luxury in taking the time 
to explore and customise the aesthetics of 
your lifestyle, making them truly your own, 
and having fun in the process.” •


